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1. IECEX Certification — Complete Global Guide

IECEX certification is a global system that verifies the competency of people and equipment used in explosive
atmospheres. Administered by the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC), it covers the design,
installation, inspection, maintenance, and verification of Ex-protected equipment.

The system replaces separate national rules with a single uniform standard recognized in more than 40
countries. An IECEX certificate gives engineers, technicians, inspectors, and safety managers trusted proof of
competency worldwide, supporting work across oil and gas, petrochemical, pharma, mining, and manufacturing
in the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and India.

2. Begin Your Journey with a Globally Accredited
Training Provider

Extrainings operates under the official IECEx Recognized Training Provider (RTP) accreditation held by its
strategic partner, KL Training Academy / Karandikar Laboratories — ensuring hazardous area training meets
the highest international benchmarks.

Verified Credentials

The RTP designation is held by KL Training Academy (also known as Karandikar Laboratories) and covers India
and the United Arab Emirates. IECEx grants RTP status only to bodies meeting strict quality and
competency-delivery standards. Credentials can be validated through:

* |ECEXx Official RTP Registry — iecex.com/certification-of-personnel-competencies-scheme/rtps/

* Dubai Training Facility — Unique World Business Centre, Bur Dubai, UAE

The Extrainings Advantage
* Certified Assessors — Certified IECEx assessors deliver training and evaluate candidates worldwide.
* GCC-Focused Curriculum — Lessons are tailored to GCC rules beyond standard IECEx material.
* Proven Track Record — More than 5,000 professionals trained with strong pass rates.
* Current Competency Units — Every module mirrors the latest IECEx competency units in full.
* Real Exam Practice — Exam-format sessions match the true IECEx CoPC evaluation.

* Global Recognition — The IECEx Certificate of Personnel Competence holds value across 35+ member
countries.

3. What is IECEXx Certification?

IECEX certification is an international personnel skill certification scheme built by the IEC. It ensures people who
work in explosive atmospheres meet strict global safety and technical requirements. It applies to those who
design, select, install, inspect, maintain, and verify Ex equipment, replacing country-by-country standards with
one accepted global framework. Assessors issue it only after an independent review of knowledge, practical
skill, and work history.

Why IECEXx Certification is Critical
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* International Recognition — Enables

* Compliance Assurance — Helps com

CENTRE

Risk Prevention — Reduces accidents, injuries, and equipment damage in explosive atmospheres.

career mobility across 40+ countries in the IECEx scheme.

panies satisfy regulators and meet industry best practice.

The Purpose of IECEx Certification

Professional Credibility — Proves hazardous-area safety skills across the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and India.

Explosive atmospheres create serious risk in many industrial settings, arising when flammable substances mix
with oxygen and meet an ignition source — potentially causing injuries, deaths, environmental damage, and
financial loss. IECEx certification lowers this risk by teaching two core skills: preventing equipment from
becoming an ignition source, and keeping safety systems working correctly. Certification demonstrates a deep
understanding of explosion-protection principles, hazard identification, correct installation practice, inspection
routines, and safe maintenance procedures.

Who Needs IECEx Certification?

Electrical & Instrumentation
Engineers

Installation Technicians

Maintenance Personnel

Safety Inspectors & Compliance

Officers

Project Managers & EPC Contractors

Oil & gas, petrochemical, pharma, and mining engineers — certification
shows skill with electrical rotating machinery, zone classification, and safe
installation.

Certification proves ability to fit Ex-protected equipment to global standards
during installation projects.

Shows staff can carry out repairs, checks, and upkeep without
compromising safety features.

Confirms deep knowledge of installation rules and record standards needed
for audits.

Helps leaders select correct equipment, understand IECEX requirements,
and manage quality on hazardous area projects.

Key Benefits of IECEx Certification

Global Recognition Accepted across 40+ countries, removing the need for separate national
qualifications.

Enhanced Safety Knowledge Covers explosion protection, hazard identification, and safety steps for high-risk
sites.
Career Advancement Gives a job-market edge, unlocks specialist roles, and improves earnings in oil &

gas, petrochemical, and mining.

Industry Credibility Shows commitment to international best practice and builds trust with employers,
clients, and regulators.

Regulatory Compliance Helps companies satisfy mandatory rules across UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and
India.
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4. Types of IECEXx Certification

Personnel Certification (CoPC)

The IECEx CoPC (Certificate of Personnel Competence) is the main credential for people working with Ex
equipment, proving the knowledge and skill to work safely across design, installation, inspection, and
maintenance. Each CoPC covers several competency units targeting specific parts of hazardous area work, and
the certification process includes theory training, practical assessment, and formal exams. It aligns with ISO/IEC
17024, the benchmark for trusted personnel certification worldwide.

Service Facility Certification

Facilities that repair, overhaul, or recondition Ex equipment need this certification, which ensures repair work
keeps the equipment's explosion protection intact. Certified facilities must show proper quality management
systems, qualified staff, the right tools, and correct procedures for guarding against explosion during repairs.

Equipment Certification Scheme

Extrainings focuses on personnel training rather than equipment certification. The IECEx Equipment Certification
Scheme operates separately for manufacturers and suppliers, checking that equipment meets IEC 60079
standards before use in hazardous locations. CoPC holders often work with certified equipment on site, and
understanding this scheme helps them verify specifications and compliance during installation and maintenance
work.

5. How to Get IECEXx Certification

Step 1 — Choose Your Competency Units

Identify which IECEx competency units fit your job role. Units range from basic awareness to specialized
technical skills; employers may require specific units, or candidates can select based on job duties.

Step 2 — Enroll in Accredited Training

Sign up with an IECEx Recognized Training Provider (RTP) offering courses for the chosen competency units.
Units typically run 3-5 days and cover IEC standards, protection techniques, zone classification, installation,
inspection, and maintenance practices.

Step 3 — Complete Practical Assessments

Most units require a practical assessment where candidates demonstrate correct application of knowledge in
equipment installation, inspection, documentation review, and maintenance, observed directly by assessors.

Step 4 — Pass Written Examinations

A written exam covers multiple-choice, scenario-based, and technical questions testing understanding of
explosion protection principles, standards, hazard identification, and sound decision-making.

Step 5 — Gain Required Experience

Some units require documented work experience confirming knowledge has been applied in real settings,
verified by employers or supervisors.

Step 6 — Receive Your Certificate
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Successful candidates receive the IECEX Certificate of Personnel Competence, entered into the IECEx On-Line
Certification System (OCS) for public, verifiable proof of status: Current, Suspended, or Cancelled. Certified
individuals also receive a personal photo IECEXx ID card.

Step 7 — Maintain Your Certification

Certification typically needs renewal or refresher training every 3-5 years, through refresher courses, ongoing
work experience, or reassessment.
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6. IECEX Certification Requirements

Requirements for Personnel Certification

* Educational Background — Typically a technical diploma or equivalent in electrical, mechanical, or
instrumentation engineering; some units accept relevant work experience instead.

* Technical Knowledge — Basic electrical or mechanical principles matching the chosen units.
* Safety Awareness — A working grasp of industrial safety and hazardous area concepts.
* Language Proficiency — Training and exams generally run in English.

*  Work Experience — Not always required initially; related industrial experience improves performance in practical
tests.

Requirements for Service Facility Certification

A facility must have a quality management system, certified staff, appropriate tools, and documented
explosion-protection repair procedures.

Competency Unit Specific Requirements

Ex 001 Equipment Construction & Explosion protection methods, equipment build standards, and
Verification assessment steps — for those who select and specify equipment.

Ex 002 Installation, Inspection & Installation standards, inspection methods, and maintenance
Maintenance steps — essential for technicians and engineers.

Ex 003 Design Verification & Design steps, documentation needs, and verification methods —
Documentation for design and project engineers.

Ex 004 Area Classification Hazard checks and zone classification, flammable materials,

ventilation effects — for safety engineers and plant designers.

Ex 005-010 Specialized Protection Methods  Intrinsic safety, flameproof enclosures, increased safety and
other protection concepts requiring detailed technical knowledge.

7. IECEX Certification Cost

Total cost depends on location, training provider, chosen units, and whether several units are taken together.

Training Course Fees

Across the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and India, training runs approximately USD 1,500 to 3,500 per unit, with
the rate often dropping for multi-unit packages. Quotes usually include course materials, practical work, and
exam fees.

Examination, Registration & Renewal Fees
* Examination fees typically run USD 200-500 per unit (often bundled into course price).
* Certificate issuance and database registration fees typically run USD 100-300.
* Refresher/renewal courses usually cost 40-60% of the original training fee, due every 3-5 years.

Additional Costs to Consider
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* Travel and accommodation for multi-day courses outside the local area.
* Extra study materials such as IEC standards, guidebooks, or practice exams.

* Lost work time — many employers treat this as an investment and provide paid leave.

Cost-Benefit Overview

Single Unit Training $1,500 — $3,500 Qualification for specialized roles

Multi-Unit Package (3 units) $4,000 — $9,000 Senior positions; 15-25% salary increase

Complete Certification (5+ units) $7,000 — $15,000 Expert status, leadership roles; 30-40% salary
premium
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8. IECEx vs ATEX Certification

Both IECEx and ATEX cover safety in explosive atmospheres but differ in scope, recognition, and use.

Geographic Scope

Governing Body

Standards Basis

Market Access

Personnel Certification

Recognition in GCC

India Acceptance

(IEC)

Global — recognized in 40+ countries

International Electrotechnical Commission

IEC 60079 series

Middle East, Asia, Africa, Australia, parts

of the Americas

Comprehensive CoPC scheme for
individuals

Widely accepted and preferred

Recognized by PESO; simplifies approval

EU directive, mandatory for EU markets

European Commission & EU member
states

EN 60079 series (harmonized with IEC)

European Economic Area (EEA) countries

No unified scheme; varies by country

Accepted but not preferred for new projects

Not directly recognized

For professionals working in the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, or India, IECEXx offers the most useful and widely
accepted credential, as these regions increasingly prefer IECEx for both equipment and personnel competency
checks. EU countries require ATEX certification or recognition. Some professionals pursue both for maximum
flexibility, since the underlying technical knowledge overlaps considerably.

9. IECEx Competency Units Explained

Ex 00

Ex 001

Ex 002

Ex 003

Ex 004

Ex 005

Awareness Level

Equipment Construction &
Verification

Installation, Inspection &
Maintenance

Design Verification &

Documentation

Area Classification

Flameproof Enclosures 'd’
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All personnel near
hazardous areas

Equipment
selectors/specifiers

Technicians & field
engineers

Design & project
engineers

Safety engineers & plant
designers

Ex equipment specialists

Basic understanding of explosive
atmospheres, zone classification ideas,
protection methods, and general safety points.

How manufacturers design and build
Ex-equipment: flameproof enclosures,
increased safety, intrinsic safety,
pressurization, encapsulation.

Full equipment lifecycle per IEC 60079-14,
-17, and -19, plus hands-on practice.

Checking hazardous area design against
standards: design steps, documentation,
classification drawings, equipment selection.

Hazard assessment and zone classification:
release sources, ventilation, release grade,

mapping.

Flameproof build principles, joint design,
testing needs, and maintenance.
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Ex 006

Ex 007

Ex 008

Ex 009

Ex 010
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Increased Safety ‘e’

Intrinsic Safety "I

Pressurization &
Continuous Dilution
Dust Ignition Protection

Optical Radiation Ignition
Protection

Motor & rotating
equipment specialists

Instrumentation &
control engineers

Pressurized systems
specialists

Dust environment
personnel

Optical systems
specialists

Increased-safety principles, terminal design,
winding protection for motors and rotating
equipment.

Intrinsic safety principles, system design,
installation, and circuit verification.

Pressurized/purged equipment, system
design, maintenance needs, safety interlocks.

Flammable dust hazards, dust-specific
protection methods, equipment choice.

Equipment using optical radiation, including
fiber optic systems, in explosive atmospheres.
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10. Global Recognition of IECEX

IECEXx certification is accepted across 40+ nations, making it the most widely recognized credential for
hazardous area competency.

* Middle East — UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain, Oman, and Kuwait.

* Asia— India, China, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Singapore, and Thailand.

* Australia & New Zealand — Both use IECEXx as their national standard.

* Africa — South Africa and several other nations.

* Europe — UK, Germany, France, and others, alongside ATEX rules.

* Americas — Brazil, Canada, and the US host IECEx bodies, though local rules may apply.

Global acceptance allows certified professionals to pursue international roles without retraining per country, and
multinational companies value staff holding globally accepted credentials. Beyond government support, national
oil companies, global oil and gas majors, petrochemical firms, mining companies, and EPC contractors
increasingly name IECEX certification in their hiring requirements.

11. Regional Requirements: UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar &
India

United Arab Emirates (UAE)

While the UAE has no single national scheme, major operators including ADNOC and its associated companies
name IECEx competency in project specifications and contractor qualification steps. Dubai's oil and gas
operations, free zones, and industrial sites also favor IECEXx credentials.

Saudi Arabia (KSA)

Saudi Aramco accepts IECEX certification and builds it into contractor and employee competency requirements
via its technical specifications and Suppliers Safety Management System (SSMS) manual. SASO accepts
international standards, including IECEX, for hazardous area equipment and personnel competency.

Qatar

Qatar's large LNG industry and related petrochemical work create strong demand for qualified hazardous area
professionals. Qatar Energy and major EPC contractors commonly name IECEx competency in personnel
requirements.

GCC-Wide G-Mark Initiative

The Gulf Cooperation Council built the G-Mark scheme on IECEX principles, aligning safety rules across GCC
member states. Familiarity with both IECEx and G-Mark requirements supports regional compliance.

India

PESO regulates hazardous area safety in India and maintains working ties with the IECEx system. Major Indian
oil and gas firms — including ONGC, BPCL, and IOCL — increasingly value IECEx certification, and
multinational companies prefer staff holding it as proof of skill to international standards.
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12. Training Providers and Preparation for IECEX
Certification

* IECEx Recognized Training Provider — Training meets international standards; certificates are accepted
globally and added to the official IECEx database.

* Experienced Instructors — Decades of combined experience across oil & gas, petrochemical, mining, and
manufacturing, sharing real case studies and field insight.

*  Full Course Content — All required competency units covered, with handbooks, reference guides, practice
exercises, and exam-prep resources, updated regularly.

* Hands-On Practical Training — Equipment samples, cable gland stations, and inspection tools for realistic
installation, inspection, and maintenance practice.

* High First-Time Pass Rates — Practice exams, review sessions, and focused prep on commonly difficult topics.
* Flexible Schedules — Weekday, weekend, and custom corporate programs, including on-site delivery.

* Regional Expertise — Deep understanding of UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and India rules and employer
expectations.

* Ongoing Support — Post-training guidance on certification renewal, refresher training, and career
advancement.

* Corporate Training Solutions — Programs tailored to company needs, including skill pre-assessment and
post-training checks.

13. Get IECEX Certified with Extrainings

A career in hazardous area work carries real global recognition and credibility. Extrainings provides the training,
support, and regional knowledge needed to succeed across the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and India. This
credential opens doors to premium roles, international assignments, and stronger earning potential — certified
professionals work with more confidence and stand out in competitive markets.

14. Frequently Asked Questions

What is IECEXx certification?

An international personnel competency scheme run by the IEC, proving the ability to work safely with equipment in
explosive atmospheres. It is accepted in over 40 countries.

What is IECEx CoPC certification?

CoPC stands for Certificate of Personnel Competence, the official credential within the IECEXx personnel scheme,
earned after training, a practical assessment, and a written exam.

How much does IECEXx certification cost?

Single-unit training typically runs USD 1,500-3,500; multi-unit packages USD 4,000-9,000; and full certification
covering five or more units usually USD 7,000-15,000.

What is the difference between IECEx and ATEX certification?
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IECEX is a global scheme accepted in 40+ countries, while ATEX is an EU directive required only in EU and EEA
markets.

Which IECEx competency units should | pursue?

This depends on job role — technicians and engineers working directly with equipment usually need Ex 002
(installation, inspection, maintenance), while design engineers often follow Ex 003.

Is IECEXx certification required for ADNOC or Saudi Aramco?
It is not always legally mandatory, but both companies name IECEx competency in contractor and project
qualification requirements.

Can the practical assessment be completed in Dubai or Abu Dhabi?

Yes — through Extrainings and its partner KL Training Academy, an IECEx Recognized Training Provider in the
UAE, with training and assessment preparation at the Dubai facility.

How do | get IECEX certification?

Choose your competency units, complete accredited training, pass the practical assessment and written exam,
then receive the Certificate of Personnel Competence.
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15. Contact Directory

United Arab Emirates (UAE)

KL Training Academy
C/O Ex Training & Certification, Office 09, Building 09, Musaffah 35, Abu Dhabi, UAE

C/O Kingsmen Certification Services, Office 335, Unique World Business Centre, Al Karama, Dubai, UAE
Tel/WhatsApp: +971-54-313 9696
Tel/WhatsApp: +971-55-721 9696

Email: contact@kingsmengroup.me

India

Karandikar Laboratories Pvt Ltd / Kingsmen Training And Certification Services Pvt Ltd
Gat # 142, Betegaon, Boisar Chilhar Road, Opp. Union Park, Boisar (E), Tal. Palghar, PIN 401 501, Mumbai, India
07th Floor, Alfa Horizon Business Towers, Vallarpadam, Cochin, Kerala

Tel/WhatsApp: +91 984 121 1992

Email: contact@kingsmengroup.me

Qatar

Kingsmen Certification And Training Services
Office 04, 07th Floor, Al Muntazah Trading Centre, Building 01, Hiteen St, Doha, Qatar
Tel/WhatsApp: +974 7111 8955

Email: contact@kingsmengroup.me

Saudi Arabia (KSA)

Falcon Line Training Company

Office 48 & 49, 2nd Floor, Abu Bakr Al-Siddiq Building, Al Faisaliyah, Dammam, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Tel/WhatsApp: +966 50 168 5338

Email: contact@kingsmengroup.me

Website: extrainings.com | General Contact Page: extrainings.com/contact/
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